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Biographical or Historical Summary 

The Woman's Library Association of Arkadelphia, Arkansas, was founded in 1897, for the 

purpose of establishing a public library. Through a variety of fundraising activities, the 

organization funded construction of a library building, completed in 1903. Noted Little 

Rock architect Charles Thompson provided the structure's plans and specifications free 

of charge.  

From its opening in 1903 until 1939, the library was owned and operated by the Woman's 

Library Association. Then, In 1939, the Association donated the property and its contents 

to the city of Arkadelphia. The building was eventually deeded to Clark County, and the 

county continues to operate the library today. One of the oldest library buildings in 

Arkansas, the Clark County Library was added to the National Register of Historic Places 

in 1974. 

Scope and Contents  

These records contain material related to the operation and history of the Arkadelphia 

Women’s Library Association including photographs, financial and administrative 

documents, correspondence, scrapbooks, and ephemera.  
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Box Contents 

Series 1: Financial Documents  

1365/001 Arkadelphia WLA treasury book, 1897-1903  
  
1365/002 Arkadelphia WLA account book and membership list, 1906-1914 
  
1365/003 Arkadelphia treasurer’s report, 1918 
  
1365/004 Arkadelphia WLA financial documents, 1923 
  
1365/005 Arkadelphia WLA account book with membership list, 1923-1950 
  
1365/006 Clark County Library annual report, board meeting minutes, 

service reports, budgets, and financial reports, 1948-1969 
  
1365/007 Arkadelphia WLA financial reports and documents, 1955-1967 
  
1365/008 Arkadelphia WLA treasury reports, 1979-1987 
  
1365/009 Arkadelphia WLA financial documents, 1980-1984 
  
1366/001 Arkadelphia WLA checkbook, 1980-1987 
  
1366/002 Arkadelphia WLA financial documents, 1985-1988 
  
1366/003 Arkadelphia WLA financial documents, 1989-1993 
  
1366/004 Arkadelphia WLA financial documents, 1994-1999 
  
1370/001 Arkadelphia WLA financial documents, 2000-2005 
  
3053  Clark County Library account book, 1948-1954 

 

Series 2: Club and Library Administration 

1370/002 Arkadelphia WLA Constitution and By-Laws, 1897 and no date 
  
1370/003 Arkadelphia WLA meeting minutes, 1897-1900 
  
1370/004 Clark County Library activities book, 1899-early 1900s (1 of 2) 
  
1370/005 Clark County Library activities book, 1899-early 1900s (2 of 2) 
  
1370/006 Arkadelphia WLA Constitution and By-Laws, meeting minutes, and 

loan book, 1899-1907 
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1370/007 Arkadelphia WLA meeting minutes, 1900-1902 
  
3051/001 Arkadelphia WLA membership and circulation records, 1901-1904 
  
3051/002 Arkadelphia WLA meeting minutes, 1903 
  
3051/003 Arkadelphia WLA meeting minutes, 1903-1910 
  
3051/004 Arkadelphia WLA meeting minutes, 1911-1914 
  
3051/005 Clark County Library activities book, 1912-1913 
  
3051/006 Arkadelphia WLA book inventory, 1913 
  
3051/007 Clark County Library Catalog list, 1913 
  
3052/001 Arkadelphia WLA meeting minutes, 1914-1918 
  
3052/002 Clark County Library activities book, 1918 
  
3052/003 Clark County Library activities book, 1920 
  
3052/004 Arkadelphia WLA meeting minutes, 1920-1926 
  
3052/005 Clark County Library activities book, 1924-1925 
  
3052/006 Arkadelphia WLA membership book, 1924-1927 
  
3052/007 Clark County Library patron book, 1924-1926 
  
3887/001 Clark County Library activities book, 1925-1926 
  
3887/002 Arkadelphia WLA club reports, 1925-1926 and 1944-1946 
  
3887/003 Clark County Library activities book, 1927 
  
3887/004 Clark County Library patron book, ca. 1920s and 1930s 
  
3887/005 Clark County Library activities book, 1930-1931 
  
3887/006 Arkadelphia WLA meeting minutes, 1932-1933 
  
3887/007 Arkadelphia WLA meeting minutes, 1937-1941 
  
3888/001 Clark County Library board meeting minutes, 1939-1955 
  
3888/002 Clark County Library activities records, ca. 1930s 
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3888/003 Clark County Library activities book, 1940 
  
3888/004 Arkadelphia WLA meeting minutes book, 1945-1952 
  
3888/005 Arkadelphia WLA meeting minutes book, 1952-1965 
  
3888/006 Arkansas Federation of Women’s Clubs “Camden District Meeting 

in Magnolia” minutes, ca. 1960s 
  
3888/007 Arkadelphia WLA meeting minutes book, 1965-1970 
  
3889/001 Arkadelphia WLA meeting minutes book, 1970-1979 
  
3889/002 Arkadelphia WLA meeting minutes book, 1979-1984 
  
3889/003 Arkadelphia WLA meeting minutes book, 1984-1992 
  
3889/004 Arkansas Girls Training School Auxiliary letters and membership 

cards, 1981, 1984, 1988, and 1989 
  
3889/005 WLA Officer Installation script, 2002 
  
3889/006 Copy of Rules Governing the Circulating Library of the Women’s 

Library Association of Arkadelphia, no date  
  
3889/007 Resolution for Mrs. W.E. Barkman from the Arkadelphia WLA, no 

date 
  
3889/008 WLA meeting minutes and notes, no date  
  
3889/009 Clark County Library activities book, no date 
  
3054 Clark County Library activities book, no date 
  
3053  Clark County Library borrower’s register book, no date 
  
3889/010 Arkadelphia WLA members contact information, no date 

 

Series 3: Correspondence   

3889/011 Arkadelphia WLA correspondence, 1909-1988 
  
3889/012 Letters from the Arkansas Federation of Women’s Clubs, 1925, 

1944-1947 
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Series 4: Ephemera 

3889/013 Guestbook, 1897-1903 
  
3889/014 Arkadelphia WLA Yearbooks, 1898-1910 
  
3890/001 Newspaper clippings about the Clark County Library and the WLA, 

1908-2003  
  
3890/002 Arkadelphia WLA Yearbooks, 1910-1920 
  
3890/003 Arkadelphia WLA Yearbooks, 1920-1922 
  
3890/004 Arkadelphia WLA Yearbooks, 1922-1930 
  
3891/001 Arkadelphia WLA Yearbooks, 1930-1940 
  
3891/002 Arkadelphia WLA Yearbooks, 1940-1950 
  
3891/003 Arkadelphia WLA War Bond, July 13, 1944 
  
3891/004 Arkadelphia WLA Golden Anniversary Tea program, 20 November, 

1947 
  
3891/005 Arkadelphia WLA Yearbooks, 1950-1959 
  
3891/006 Arkadelphia WLA program at Henderson State Teachers College, 5 

March, 1951 
  
3891/007 Arkansas Federation of Women’s Clubs Camden District program, 

1951 
  
3891/008 A Christmas Music Festival presented for the Women’s Library 

Association program, 18 December, 1952 
  
3891/009 In Memoriam for Mary Lumpkin Anderson, Lizzie Burns Robbs, 

and Lucy Mendenhall Williams, 1952, 1986, and no date 
  
3891/010 Arkansas Federation of Women’s Club’s Luncheon programs, 

March and April 1953 
  
3892/001 Arkadelphia WLA Yearbooks, 1959-1967 
  
3892/002 Arkansas Federation of Women’s Clubs Camden District Spring 

Convention programs, April 7, 1961, and April 6, 1962 
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3892/003 “A Brief History of Clark County Library” article by Farrar 
Newberry, 1 September, 1966 

  
3892/004 Arkadelphia WLA Yearbooks, 1967-1971 
  
3892/005 Arkadelphia WLA Yearbooks, 1971-1978 
  
3892/006 Arkansas Clubwoman newsletter, Vol.21 No.1 October 1972 and 

Vol. 23 No.2, November 1974 
  
3892/007 Clark County Library Dedication program, 8 June, 1975 
  
3892/008 Arkadelphia WLA Yearbooks, 1978-1987 
  
3893/001 Charles Richardson exhibition program, 1979 
  
3893/002 Joint Educational Consortium Schedule of Events, 1981-1982 
  
3893/003 Arkansas Forestry Commission Champion Trees pamphlet, 

November 1983 
  
3893/004 Arkadelphia WLA Yearbooks, 1987-1999 
  
3893/005 Joint Educational Consortium Calendar of Events for 1990-1991 
  
3893/006 Arkadelphia WLA Yearbooks, 1999-2007 
  
3893/007 Arkadelphia WLA Yearbooks, 2007-2019 
  
3893/008 Arkansas Library Trustees Pocket Handbook belonging to Mrs. R.B. 

Woodell, no date 
  
3893/009 Arkansas WLA Officers list, no date 
  
3893/010 Article about Dolph and Marie Whitten, no date 
  
3893/011 Juvenile Library Card belonging to Frank Rudolph, no date 
  
3893/012 Tributes to Mrs. T.N. Wilson and Mrs. Kate Stubblefield 
  
3893/013 WLA notes, no date 
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Series 5: Photographs 

3893/014 Unidentified man, 1912 
  
1192/001 Tree planting ceremony in memory of Miss Myrtle Richardson, 

January 1950 
  
1192/001 Arkansas Federation of Women’s Clubs in Hot Springs, Arkansas, 

no date 
  
3893/015 Clark County Library and patrons, no date 
  
3893/016 Members of the Arkansas Federation of Women’s Clubs, no date 
  
3893/017 Unknown women at event, no date 

 

Series 6: Scrapbooks 

1192/002 Clark County Library and Arkadelphia WLA, 1919-1927 
  
1192 Clark County Library, Arkadelphia WLA and Arkansas Federation of 

Women’s Clubs (AFWC), 1939-1952 
  
3053 Clark County Library and Arkadelphia WLA, 1948-1953 
  
1191 Arkadelphia WLA and Clark County Library, 1952-1962 
  
1191 Arkadelphia WLA and AFWC, 1960-1962 
  
1192 AFWC and Arkadelphia WLA, 1962-1972 
  
1191 Clark County Library, Arkadelphia WLA and AFWC, 1971-2002 
  
3054 Clark County Library, 1977-1991 
  
3053 Clark County Library, 1977-2003 
  
3054 Clark County Library, 2004-2013 

 


