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Historical Summary

Clark County, Arkansas, established on December 15, 1818, is one of the state’s oldest
counties and was named for William Clark of the Lewis and Clark Expedition. Originally
part of the Missouri Territory, the county developed quickly due to its fertile farmland,
timber resources, and the Ouachita River, which made Arkadelphia a hub for trade and
transportation. During the Civil War, Arkadelphia served as a Confederate supply center.
After the war, the arrival of railroads fueled the timber and manufacturing industries.
Education became a hallmark of the county with the founding of Ouachita Baptist
University in 1886 and Henderson State University in 1890.

Clark County’s government operates under the quorum court system, the legislative body
for the county. The quorum court is composed of justices of the peace, elected from local
districts, who pass ordinances and manage county finances. The county judge, elected by
voters, serves as the county’s chief executive officer. The judge oversees daily operations,
maintains county roads, manages services like solid waste and emergency preparedness,
and executes the quorum court’s decisions. Other elected officials include the sheriff,
clerk, assessor, treasurer, and coroner, each responsible for specific functions. This
structure ensures a balance of legislative and executive powers while providing responsive
local governance.

Scope and Contents and Arrangement

Abstracts arranged by number, warranty and quitclaim deeds organized by family name.
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