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Scope and Contents

Records from the Clark County, Arkansas, church including church minute books (with
member names), and attendance record books from Baptist Training Union, Sunday
School, and Vacation Bible Schools, and a minute book of the Ladies Aid Society. Also
includes a program from the 1970 dedication of the new building, copies of land deeds
recording transactions between the church and Cashes and original Bethel Union
membership list.

Historical Summary

DeGray Baptist Church was originally founded as the Bethel Union Church in the DeGray
community, Clark County, Arkansas. The church was established on 20 August 1853, with
Rev. Samuel Stevenson as moderator and William T. Crawley as clerk. Charter members
were James and Amanda Cash, William Shaw, Lydia Meadows, and Elizabeth Thompson.
James and Amada Cash provided the land for the church.

The congregation worshipped in a small log building until a larger church was built in
1883-1884. The name was changed from Bethel to DeGray in 1874. The first Sunday
School organized on 8 January 1887, and the first Baptist Training Union on 8 January
1925. DeGray Baptist Church is a member of the Red River Baptist Association in the
Arkansas Baptist State Convention.
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Box Contents Inventory

Box 3489t Description Date(s)
Item 001 Record of Bethel Union Church. 1853-1874
Item 002 DeGray minute book with membership list. 1885-1902
Item 003 DeGray minute book with membership list. 1903-1924
Item 004 DeGray minute book with membership list. 1925-1938
Item 005 DeGray minute book with membership list. 1934-1944
Item 006 DeGray minute book with membership list. 1938-1944
Item 007 DeGray minute book with membership list. 1944-1954
Item 008 DeGray minute book with membership list. 1960-1972
Box 3490 Description Date(s)
Item 001 Baptist Training Union record book. 1954-1955
Item 002 Baptist Training Union record book. 1955-1956
Item 003 Baptist Training Union record book." 1957-1958
Item 004 Baptist Training Union record book. 1958-1959
Item 005 Vacation Bible School record book. 1969

Item 006 Vacation Bible School record book. 1970

Item 007 Vacation Bible School record book. 1974

Item 008 Sunday School record book. 1956-1957
Item 009 Sunday School record book. 1958-1959
Item o010 Sunday School record book. 1959-1960
Item o011 Sunday School record book. 1960-1961
Item 012 Sunday School record book. 1961-1962
Item 013 Sunday School record book. 1963

1 Ledgers are not in folders.



Item 014 Ladies Aid Society minute book. 1879-1882

Folder oo1  Bethel Union Church original members list 1853-1869
[photocopy].
Folder oo2 Land deeds [photocopies. 1881, 1900, 1946
Folder 003  Building dedication program and responsive 1970
reading.



