
OUACHITA BAPTIST UNIVERSITY 

2023–2024 FACULTY OFFICERS/COMMITTEES, ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEES 

Constitutional Officers of the Faculty: 

President: Ben R. Sells         Parliamentarian: Kevin (Casey) Motl         Secretary: Bethany Hicks              

FACULTY CONSTITUTION COMMITTEES  

UNIVERSITY 

Kent Faught Business ’26 

Byron Eubanks (secretary) Christian Studies ’24 

Kathy Collins Education ’26 

Maggie Garrett Fine Arts ’25 

Deborah Root (chair) Humanities ’24 

Ruth Plymale Natural Sciences ’25 

Myra Houser Social Sciences ’25 

STANDING MEMBERS/LIAISON 

Keldon Henley Admin Rep 

Brock Bivens                    Student Senate President 

Ben Sells  President, ex officio 

Justin Hardin  VP-Academic Affairs, ex officio 

Jason Tolbert  VP-Finance, liaison 

GRADUATE COUNCIL 

John Cox Business ’25 

Bill Viser Christian Studies ’26 

Rachel Pool (chair) Education ’26 

Ryan Lewis Fine Arts ’24 

Johnny Wink Humanities ’25 

Detri Brech Natural Sciences ’24 

Kevin Brennan Social Sciences ’24 

Julyse Horr (secretary) Program Director/Grad Prof ’26 

STANDING MEMBERS 

Monica Hardin (chair)  Asst to President-Innovation, 

    ex officio 

Rob Hewell  Graduate & Online Education,  

    ex officio 

Lizann Tollett  Registrar & Director-Admissions, 

    ex officio 

Cris McGough (secretary) Assistant Registrar, ex officio 

Justin Hardin  VP-Academic Affairs, ex officio 

Margaret Reed  Library, liaison 

CURRICULUM & ACADEMIC STANDARDS 

Dana Dixon Business ’26 

Matt Douglass (recorder) Christian Studies ’25 

Terry DeWitt Education ’24 

Patrick Houlihan Fine Arts ’25 

Jason Doroga (chair) Humanities ’24 

Sara Hubbard Natural Sciences ’25 

Malcolm Rigsby Social Sciences ’26 

Margaret Reed (secretary) Library ’26 

STANDING MEMBERS 

Isaac Lawson                 Student elected by Senate 

Justin Hardin  VP-Academic Affairs, ex officio 

Lizann Tollett  Registrar, ex officio 

FACULTY DEVELOPMENT 

Marshall Horton Business ’24 

Adam Jones (secretary) Christian Studies ’26 

Dawson Pritchard Education ’26 

Carlos Feller Fine Arts ’24 

Jennifer Pittman Humanities ’25 

Danielle Watson Natural Sciences ’26 

Chris Mortenson (chair) Social Sciences ’25 

STANDING MEMBERS/LIAISON 

Justin Hardin  VP-Academic Affairs, ex officio 

Doug Reed  Assoc VP-Acad Affairs, ex officio 

Anping Wu  Director-Library Svcs, liaison 

HONORS 

Jim Rothwell Business ’24 

Marvin Pate Christian Studies ’24 

Hallie Wallace Education ’25 

Mary Chung Fine Arts ’25 

Sarah Smith Humanities ’26 

Nathan Reyna Natural Sciences ’26 

Maddie Myers-Burg Social Sciences ’24 

STANDING MEMBERS/LIAISON 

Barbara Pemberton (chair) Director 

Emily Greenwell                  Student elected by Senate  

Justin Hardin  VP-Academic Affairs, liaison 

INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDIES  

Chris Brune Business ’25 

Matt Douglass (secretary) Christian Studies ’26 

Carrie Sharp Education ’24 

Candice Aipperspach Fine Arts ’26 

Ben Utter Humanities ’24 

Kevin Cornelius Natural Sciences ’24 

Elizabeth Kelly Social Sciences ’25 

STANDING MEMBERS 

Justin Hardin (chair) Dean-Interdisciplinary Studies,  

                                                       ex officio 

LEARNING & TECHNOLOGY RESOURCES 

Michael Cox Christian Studies ’26 

Austin Motley Fine Arts ’26 

Jackson Carter (chair) Humanities ’25 

Carol McKeever Natural Sciences ’24 

Allyson Phillips Social Sciences ’24 

Kristi Smith Library ’26 

STANDING MEMBERS/LIAISONS 

Lizann Tollett  Registrar, Admin Rep 

Justin Hardin  VP-Academic Affairs, ex officio 

Kevin Herrington  Chief Information Officer, liaison 

Anping Wu  Director-Library Svcs, liaison 

STUDENT LIFE 

Gail Hughes Education ’26 

Doug Nykolaishen Christian Studies ’24 

Donnie Copeland (secretary) Fine Arts ’24 

Haley Jo Wesson (chair) Natural Sciences ’26 

Bethany Hicks Social Sciences ’25 

STANDING MEMBERS/LIAISONS 

Rickey Rogers     VP-Student Development  

Vivian Pryor                 Student elected by Senate 

Jillian Covington          Student elected by Senate 

Lewis Shepherd  VP-Comm/Intercult Eng, liaison 

David Sharp  Director-Athletics, liaison 

James Taylor  Director-Campus Min, liaison 



 

 

 

 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEES (Appointed annually by the President) 

 
PLANNING  

Ben Sells (chair) President, ex officio 

Deborah Root Current University Comm Chair 

Justin Hardin VP-Academic Affairs 

Jason Tolbert  VP-Finance 

Keldon Henley  VP-Institutional Advancement 

Jeremy Greer  Dean ’24 

Tim Knight Dean ’24 

Brock Bivens Student Senate President 

Monica Hardin Asst to the President-Innovation 

Lewis Shepherd VP-Comm & Intercult Engagemnt 

Andy Almand Faculty ’26 

Joshua Kwekel Faculty ’26 

Jennifer Pittman Faculty ’26 

 

ASSESSMENT  

Deborah Root (chair) Director-Assess/Inst’l Research 

Matt Douglass Institutional Research Analyst 

Lewis Shepherd Administrative Council ’25 

Jeff Root Dean ’24 

Elizabeth Kelly Dept Chair ’24 

Jon Merryman Admin Supervisor ’24 

Debra Coventry Member at Large ’26 

Judy Duvall Member at Large ’25 

 

CONSTITUTION DAY (ad hoc) 

Missy Lewis University Compliance Officer 

Lizann Tollett Registrar & Director-Admissions 

Brock Bivens Student Senate President 

Rickey Rogers VP-Student Development  

Bryan McKinney General Counsel 

Doug Reed (chair) Chair-Dept Political Science 

Kevin (Casey) Motl Dean-School of Social Science 

 

GRADUATION  

Lizann Tollett (chair) Registrar & Dir-Admissions 

Cris McGough Assistant Registrar 

Keldon Henley Chief of Staff 

Kevin Herrington Chief Information Officer 

Jeremy Greer Dean-Pruet Sch Christian Studies 

Caroline Taylor Dean-School of Fine Arts                          

Jon Merryman Director-Alumni Services 

Jonathan Hughes Director-Facilities Management 

Vivian Pryor  Senior Class President 

Tiffany Pickett Communications/Marketing 

Rickey Rogers VP-Student Development 

Brandon Tollett Director-Safety & Emerg Mgmt                        

Tracey Knight Exec Assistant to the President 

Ben Sells President, ex officio 

Justin Hardin VP-Academic Affairs, ex officio 

 

STAFF DEVELOPMENT 

Jana Hardage Director of Human Resources 

Keldon Henley Chief of Staff 

Tracey Knight Exec Assistant to the President 

Jason Tolbert (chair) VP-Finance  

Lizann Tollett    Registrar & Dir-Admissions 

 

INSTITUTIONAL REVIEW BOARD 

Bryan McKinney General Counsel 

Wesley Kluck University Physician 

Terry Hagood Community Representative 

Kevin Cornelius Natural Sciences 

Jeanie Curry (chair) Business 

Terry DeWitt Education 

Byron Eubanks Christian Studies 

Deborah Root Humanities 

Elizabeth Kelly    Social Sciences 

 

OFF-CAMPUS HOUSING EXCEPTIONS 

Karen Matros (chair) Director-Student Financial Services            

Lori Motl Director-Admissions Counseling    

James Taylor Director-Campus Ministries                 

Cabb Batson Student appointed by President 

Tim Harrell Dean of Students, ex officio 

Michelle Smead    Asst Director-Res Life, ex officio 

 

TITLE IX TEAM  

Christa Neal Title IX Coordinator 

Bryan McKinney General Counsel 

Brandon Tollett Director-Safety & Emerg Mgmt 

Jackson Carter Investigator 

Fernanda Carrillo Investigator 

Byron Eubanks Investigator 

Allyson Phillips Investigator 

Joe Bradshaw                                 Appeal Officer 

 

Pool of Decision Makers & Hearing Panel (3/case):  

Ashley Carozza, Sharon Hamilton, Ryan Lewis, Jim Rothwell 

Live Hearing Coordinator: 

(Member of Pool of Decision Makers will act in this role) 

Pool of Advisors for Live Hearings: 

Kristi Clay, Doug Nykolaishen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



OUACHITA BAPTIST UNIVERSITY 

2023–24 DEANS, DIVISION AND DEPARTMENT CHAIRS 

 

 

Hickingbotham School of Business – Bryan McKinney, Dean 

Department of Accounting and Finance – Chris Brune 

Department of Business Administration – Marshall Horton 

 

Pruet School of Christian Studies – Jeremy Greer, Dean 

Department of Biblical Studies and Theology – Doug Nykolaishen 

Department of Christian Ministries –  

Department of Christian Missions – Barbara Pemberton 

Department of Philosophy – Byron Eubanks 

 

Huckabee School of Education – Jeff Root, Dean 

Department of Education – Kathy Collins 

Department of Kinesiology – Terry DeWitt 

 

School of Fine Arts – Caroline Taylor, Dean 

Department of Theatre Arts – Eric Phillips 

Division of Music – Caroline Taylor 

Department of Applied Music – Caroline Taylor 

Department of Music Education –  

Department of Music Industry – Bruce Johnston, Interim 

Department of Music Theory and Composition – Patrick Houlihan 

Department of Musicology – Ryan Lewis 

Department of Worship Studies – Larry Grayson 

 

School of Humanities – Jeff Root, Dean 

Rosemary Adams Department of Art and Design – Donnie Copeland 

Rogers Department of Communications – Deborah Root 

Department of Language and Literature – Jennifer Pittman 

 

School of Interdisciplinary Studies – Justin Hardin, Dean 

 

Patterson School of Natural Sciences – Tim Knight, Dean 

Department of Applied Behavior Analysis – Julyse Horr  

Department of Biological Sciences – Ruth Plymale 

Department of Chemistry – Joe Bradshaw 

Department of Communication Sciences and Disorders – Nancy Hardman 

Department of Mathematics and Computer Sciences – Jeff Sykes 

Department of Nursing – Brenda Trigg 

Department of Nutrition and Dietetics – Detri Brech 

Department of Physics and Engineering – Kevin Cornelius 

 

Sutton School of Social Sciences – Kevin (Casey) Motl, Dean 

Department of History – Myra Houser 

Department of Political Science – Doug Reed 

Department of Psychology – Allyson Phillips 

Department of Sociology – Elizabeth Kelly 

 


